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ROTARY D5040 CLUB  MORNS JOHN 
Read story 

http://www.clubrunner.ca/dprg/dxhome/dxstoriestab/_storyitem.aspx?did=5040&index=6789&linkcat=4&tail=6&dir=f�
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Editor’s Corner 
HUDDLES ON THE WAY OF GOODWILL 

There is a restaurant my family 
and I used to go to very often 
somewhere in Africa. Our frequent 
presence in that restaurant was 
not because the meals served 
were of excellent flavour and pal-
atable. I am not too sure I would 
boastfully drum my chest to relate 
in concrete terms and to a certain 
comfortable degree, the quality of 
the cuisine that had been laid be-
fore us all the times we went 
there. You may then wonder what 
else would take a whole family to 

a restaurant if not for the delicacies that only that restau-
rant could boast of. Yet, we continued to go there without 
any regrets.  
 
At the entrance of that restaurant stood, in a permanent 
posture, a seated statue of a laughing BUDDHA. With a 
happy and contagious smile, he was postured to look at 
you as though his smile was personalized for you only, 
you would not but burst out laughing too. As many times 
as you looked at him, so you would laugh.  And this statue, 
over the years and without relent, had received us with his 
whole-hearted laughter which actually made up the whole-
soul food we went there for. It was priceless.  
 
Right close to my residence here in Vancouver, stands a 

sign board in front of a church. I have noticed that the sign 
board carries quotes, proverbs and sometimes some sim-
ple everyday sayings with profound meanings. A recent 
posting on that post says:  

“Here, waiting 4 u, 
is a welcoming pew”. 

 
I can’t quite remember the last time I ever set my foot in a 
church, but I certainly would have been tempted to attend 
that church once or twice if only to enjoy the unique happi-
ness of sitting on a “welcoming pew”. 
 
In a world where it is easier to destroy than to build, good-
will is a luxury. For those who have made goodwill an in-
strument of good relationship with other fellow humans, 
the only litmus to put their level of goodwill to test are the 
huddles and constraints.  
 
What comes to mind is the recent kidnap of a Rotarian. 
The incident is a very ugly one. It is one that should be 
condemned vigorously. We are happy with the outcome of 
the incident and our support goes to the family of the vic-
tim, who at those trying times, had set their minds for the 
worst.  
 
We shall continue our march and remain intransitive. We 
shall let no one DETER us or DETERmine our goals of 
trying to make this world a better place for all. So, fire up 
all your cylinders... 

Ode Iweh 
odeiweh@yahoo.ca 

 
Past RI President and chair of The Rotary Foundation Jonathan B. Majiyagbe has announced that PDG 
Leigh Higinbotham has been awarded the Rotary Foundation Distinguished Service Award.  

Each year, the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation recognize a limited number of Rotarians worldwide for their out-
standing efforts on behalf of The Rotary Foundation with the Distinguished Service 
Award.  
The accompanying citation with the award states "Your exceptional record of service 
to the Foundation has proved you to be a most deserving recipient of this, the highest 
honour bestowed by The Rotary Foundation. Your efforts to promote the ideals of the 
Foundation have greatly contributed to the success of its many international pro-
grams. You represent the best that Rotary has to offer, the caring, the concern, the 
hope of a better life for those less fortunate than ourselves"  
Leigh served from 2005 to 2008 as a Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator. He 
worked with Rotary districts in western Canada, Alaska, Russia and Washington.  He 
gave numerous presentations to clubs and districts and traveled thousands of miles as 
a volunteer. During his time as foundation coordinator donations to The Rotary Foun-
dation had significant growth in the area where he worked.   
Leigh has been invited to be a presenter at Rotary International Conventions and to 
train new foundation coordinators in Evanston. Leigh expanded the amount of founda-
tion training at Pacific Northwest PETS. In 2008 he was selected by President DK Lee 
as a keynote speaker at the International Assembly in San Diego.  

In 2000 he was awarded The Rotary Foundation Citation for Meritorious Service, a prerequisite for the Distinguished 
Service award.  We all congratulate PDG Leigh Higinbotham!!! 

mailto:odeiweh@yahoo.ca�
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A Rotary Foundation Newsletter For Leaders Is Born:  
 

Effective July 1, 2009 the Zone 22 Foundation Newsletter will 
become the Foundation Newsletter for Zones 24 and Zone 32 
as part of the changes in zone boundaries and the pairing of 
Zone 24 and 32. With this issue of the Newsletter the circula-
tion is expanded to the new Zone 32 current, past and future RI 
officers. Read More 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

OUR FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER (#79)  
MAY 15, 2009 Is Here 

 
. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Monty Motivates Membership 
“If we hope to Make Dreams Real…” He recalls 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.clubrunner.ca/zprg/dxhome/dxstoriestab/_storyitem.aspx?zid=22&index=230&linkcat=4&tail=3&dir=f�
http://www.rotaryfirst100.org/foundation/newsletter/index.htm�
http://www.clubrunner.ca/dprg/dxhome/dxstoriestab/_storyitem.aspx?did=5040&index=6466&linkcat=4&tail=0&dir=f�
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When Xiao Yuan Gets Service Award 
 A special presentation of the Bill Richwa Award was made by Mrs.Bill (Gerry) Richwa and PDG Dean 
Rohrs at the Rotary Club of Vancouver meeting on May 5th to Xiao Yuan.  It is only the second time this award has 
been presented in memory of one of the Rotary Club of Vancouver’s former members. 
 The Rotary World Help Network was organized in 1997 by Bill, Ted Segodnia and Ralph Towsley when 
the club, which had made a number of shipments of needed supplies to the Ukraine and in particular to the Cherno-
byl Children's Hospital in Kiev, decided that the costs were more than this club could bear. Since material seemed 
to be in almost unlimited supply, it was felt they had to try and find a way to continue. They held a number of organ-

izational meetings and invited other interested clubs to 
join them and Nick Blom, their current President, offered 
his services in setting up a constitution and registering 
them as a non-profit society. They started with five clubs 
as members and this has grown to as high as forty in 
some years and to date they have shipped over 250 con-
tainers with a value estimated to be in excess of 85 mil-
lion dollars.  Bill was given a rare “Service Above Self” 
award by Rotary International before his death. 
 The Bill Richwa award (a District Award) was 
presented to Xiao Yuan, President of the Rotaract Club 
of Vancouver, which meets at UBC. Xiao has been a 
member of the Rotaract club for three years. She has just 
completed her third year of studies at UBC majoring in 
microbiology. As President, she helped to provide leader-
ship for their Big Give project this year, which helped un-
derprivileged elementary school children at the Hastings 
Community School in East Vancouver to learn about 

good nutrition and to participate in sports, such as skating, swimming and soccer. Twenty-two soccer balls were 
donated to the school for their future use.  In 2004/05 she assisted the new Vista Care Home as a tutor to bipolar 
residents to read and write English, as well as setting up events for the residents.  In 2005/06 she assisted autistic 
students at her school and supervised third and fourth year students and was also a teachers’ aide.  In 2006/07 she 
participated as one of a four member team that went to Honduras. This was their first international hands-on pro-
gram. This was a life-changing experience working in a third world country (public hospitals, orphanages and 
schools), and she is interested in continuing this program. She also participated in fund-raising activities and initi-
ated a fund raiser involving the Rotaractors and BC Place.  In 2007/08 she was the Director of Fundraising for her 
club, and excelled in her efforts, supervising a team of volunteers manning a beverage kiosk at the BC Lions 
games, organizing a Valentine Rose sale program at UBC (500 roses), and promoting designed T-shirts and pins 
commemorating their work in Honduras. She was also Co-Director of International Affairs, maintaining a relation-
ship with the Rotaract Club of Honduras. Their club has also raised almost enough to ship a container to Honduras, 
but this has been delayed. She also Co-chaired a Professional Development Conference.  In July 2009, she is go-
ing with two other Rotaractors to Uganda to help at an orphanage and a medical camp. 
 Xiao is also captain of the RaceFace Dragon Boat Team, which won the Governor General’s Award for 
Sportsmanship at the Alcan Dragon Boat festival. She also fences, and is ranked 72 in Canada in points for Senior 
Women’s foil. As well as all of this, she works at Starbucks to pay her way through university while maintaining her 
honours student ranking. 
 

 
Community Service Resources 

Find out what your Community Assessment Tools are  
 
 
 
 

Lucky duo masters Rotary's golf pool 
Neither Ken Kozar nor Scott Eckmier expected a fun phone call to turn into a $5,000 prize. More 

http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/StartAProject/Assessments/Pages/ridefault.aspx�
http://www2.canada.com/components/print.aspx?id=ed439007-dffe-4cca-be4a-61ceb3b9c170&sponsor�
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Get Smart, Look after yourself 
How to care 
for yourself 
and the people you care about 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vancouver Coastal Health puts you on Pandemic Preparedness Read More... 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to all Rotaract clubs  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rotaract's District 5040 Big Give:  

A success story not to miss 
 
. 
 
 
 

Ladner and North Delta Rotary Clubs  
to join in the first Rotary Youth Awards 

 
 
 

Details 

http://www.vch.ca/pandemic/docs/Look_after_yourself.pdf�
http://www.clubrunner.ca/CPrg/Home/storyitem.asp?cid=765&iid=97400�
http://www.clubrunner.ca/CPrg/Home/storyitem.asp?cid=765&iid=97400�
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PowerPoint Presentations  

used at the  
Regional Rotary Foundation Seminar 

Zone 22 (24) West, January 30-31, 2009.   
Vancouver (Richmond) B.C. click 

 
 

Club Announcements  
 

Quesnel Rotary Club and Sunrise 2000 Rotary Club of Quesnel joined to fundraise for Foundation.  Between the two 
clubs, members and guests, raised approximately $11,000 for Rotary 
International Foundation causes (Pictures attached)  It was a great eve-
ning of laughter and fun chaired by Sunrise 2000 Rotary Club Founda-
tion Chair, Geoff Ruffle as well as Volunteers, Bev Haluschak and Deb-
bie Kohlenchuk from the Quesnel Rotary Club… The theme was 
Hockey and guests were fined along that theme.  Great job to Geoff, 
Bev and Debbie (picture attached) of our young Foundation Chair wear-
ing the “Festerling” jersey).  Of course, the evening wouldn’t have been 
complete without participation from their youth exchange student, Paula 
Versiani modeling the much coveted donated jersey from Sheldon 

Souray. Funds raised from this item alone were over $800.  Both clubs also took this as an opportunity to promote 
Shelter Box (pictures attached) 
  
Rotarian, Christy Kennedy, President Elect of Sunrise 2000 Rotary Club of Quesnel (picture attached) received the 
provincial “Partnership Award” from the BC Principals and Vice Principals Association for her work as Chair of the 
Quesnel Partnership for Student Nutrition on Friday, March 6th at their annual awards presentation in Rich-
mond .  Christy was nominated for her hard work facilitating breakfast programs in 9 local area schools and bringing 
together a partnership with Breakfast Clubs of Canada that will see approximately $500,000 come into our school 
district over the next 3 years.  Christy received permission from District Governor Elect, Gord Dalgleish and Past Dis-
trict Governor Dean Rohrs to attend this ceremony as Gord says “Service for your Community outside Rotary - espe-
cially the youth - is very much part of Service Above Self”.  
  
Rotarian, Tim Cawdell – Past President former PETS Training as well as Membership Chair for Sunrise 2000 Rotary 
Club worked together with local Mayor, Mary Sjostrom of the City of Quesnel to have the week of February 23 – 27th 
proclaimed as “Rotary Week”.  Members from both clubs were involved and the local newspaper put together a 
“Rotary Week” section in the newspaper promoting Rotary and local Rotarians to the community of Quesnel.  Way to 
go Tim!.   

http://www.rotaryevents.ca/powerpoint.html�
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Good NewsTo Club Presidents 

 

 The Rotary Club of Tsawwassen has launched their first Masters Golf Pool with the intention 
of raising funds for their various projects but with the added bonus of $7,000 in prizes to some lucky 
entrants. They have launched this with the cooperation of the BC Golf Association and a portion of 
the proceeds will be donated to The Player Development Trust Fund which helps develop BC junior 
golfers. 
 The premise is quite simple in that participants choose ten golfers with the hopes of picking 
the group that amasses the most money at the Masters Golf Tournament. First prize is $5,000 and 
there are seven other prizes as well. Tickets are only $30 and a maximum of 2,000 will be sold. Note 
also that entries are limited to BC residents. For details and on-line application form, click here. 

 

 
 
A Busy Weekend for the Rotary Leadership Institute 
On Saturday April 18th all three parts of the Rotary leadership program were offered in Metro Vancouver (Surrey). This 
was held jointly by District 5040 and 5050.  In total 62 Rotarians took part in the training provided by nine facilitators. The 
facilitators from District 5040 were PDG Chris Offer, AG John Vokes, District Secretary Nancy Nikolai, and PP Karen 
Harrison.  
The graduates on April 18th for Part 3 were:  

Back row left to right 
Udo Erasmus          Rotary Club of Vancouver Arbutus 
Hans Doge              Rotary Club of Vancouver Quadra 
James Westmacott  Rotary Club of Richmond Sunset 
John Vokes             Trainer  (New West Royal City) 
Front row left to right 
Brian Cole              Rotary Club of Richmond Sunrise 
Ode Iweh                Rotary Club of Richmond Sunrise 
Lynn Cameron       Rotary Club of Ladner 
Chris Browne         Rotary Club of Richmond  
 
They joined 40 other District 5040 graduates of all three parts of the Rotary 
leadership Institute. Over 170 Rotarians have taken at least part 1 of the 
program in the first year and a half of operation. CONGRATULATIONS. 

 
This same weekend on Sunday April 19th RLI Part 2 was at-
tended in Prince George by 15 Rotarians from the Rotary 
Clubs of Prince George, Prince George Nechako, Quesnel, 
Quesnel Sunrise 2000, and Fort St James. PDG Dean Rohrs, 
PDG Chris Offer and DGN Penny Offer were the facilitators for 
this course.  
 
 
 

  

http://rotarybcga.ca/�
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The Rotary Club of Whistler Gets Grant from the Province 

 
 'In the morning, of March 19 the Rotary Club of Whistler was awarded a grant, by MLA Joan 
McIntyre, of $10,000 for the construction of a playground for the Head of the Lakes school in Skatin. 
Attending the presentation at the RMOW council chamber were Rotarians 

Bob Blacker, District Governor 
for district 5040, David Oakes, 
President of the Rotary Club of 
Whistler, and Doug Deeks, 
treasurer of the Rotary Club of 
Whistler. Also attending from 
Skatin were Abou Bai-Sheka, 
principal of the school, Hank 
and Mavis Williams from the 
Band council, and Xavier Wil-
liams from the school. The in-
stallation is planned for this 
coming summer.' 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

VANCOUVER SOUTH CHANGES MEETING LOCATION 
 
The Rotary Club of is pleased to announce that it has changed it meeting location from Marine Drive 
Golf Club to the Fraser Arms Hotel located at 1450 South West Marine Drive, Vancouver (corner of 
Granville St., and SW Marine Drive) starting March 30th, 2009.  This location is actually where we 
used to meet over 10 years ago. The meeting day has also been changed from Tuesdays to Mon-
days at the usual lunch time of 12:13pm. 
  
Friends and fellow Rotarians are invited to visit us and to do make ups every Monday. 
  
Thank you for your attention and assistance. 
  
Yours in Rotary, 
  
  
Grant Yao 
Club Secretary          
Rotary Club of Vancouver South 
Tel: 604-732-5290 
grantyao@telus.net 

mailto:grantyao@telus.net�

	Past RI President and chair of The Rotary Foundation Jonathan B. Majiyagbe has announced that PDG Leigh Higinbotham has been awarded the Rotary Foundation Distinguished Service Award. 
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